Course Proposal: 
788: Special Topics in the Theory and Practice of Imaginative Writing 

(Repeatable to 10 hours)
25-word catalogue description:

Instruction in imaginative writing as a method for studying scholarly issues in English, e.g., disability narratives, literature and ethnicity, gender and genre.
English 788
Course Rationale: 

This graduate course is intended for M.A. and Ph.D. students who are interested in imaginative writing but are not seeking a degree in The Ohio State University’s M.F.A. program in Creative Writing. While some M.A. and Ph.D. students are occasionally able to enroll in graduate creative writing courses with the permission of the instructor, many graduate students in English and in other departments are unable to take M.F.A. courses because there are limited enrollment options in M.F.A. courses, which must be reserved for graduate students in creative writing.
 “Special Topics in the Theory and Practice of Imaginative Writing” is designed to meet the needs of graduate students who want to take a workshop-based course in the writing of poetry, fiction, and/or creative non-fiction. The course is intended for graduate students university-wide who are interested in exploring scholarly issues in English through imaginative writing.  Possible thematic issues include, but are not limited to, gender, race, ethnicity, class, sexuality, and disability.  As such the special topics course seeks to understand a theme, issue, or debate by reading a wide variety of critics and then providing the opportunity for students to produce creative texts within the genre of the special topic (e.g. a disability memoir, a multicultural narrative, feminist poetry, etc.). A core issue of the course will be the questioning of the genres themselves.  What constitutes a disability memoir?  What is gained or lost by labeling a narrative a Latino/a or African American narrative?  Who can write "women's poetry"?  The proposed course would be opened to a larger audience of students for whom imaginative writing would be a supplement to their areas of specialty or interest.  Students will include 1)MA and PhD students in English who will be teaching in situations that require creative as well as argumentative writing; 2)MFA students in other programs such as the Arts; 3)Any student from any discipline or specialty who seeks to become more proficient in the subject matter or in imaginative writing. Thus, the course opens an interdisciplinary opportunity to study a subject matter and allow for students outside of English to train in a type of writing heretofore received only for MFA tracks in English.  We envision a course offered once or twice a year in rotation among professors of English who, although well published in their respective genres, are not core members of the MFA faculty. 

Purposes of the Course

 This course should be of particular interest to graduate students who are planning on secondary or elementary teaching and would like to have some familiarity with the format and content of a writing workshop course. It would also fulfill the Creative Writing component in the M.A. exam. Additionally, this course makes available to members of the graduate faculty who have a background in imaginative writing the opportunity to teach writing courses that reflect issues of broad pedagogical interest through a special topic—e.g., writing and ethnicity, disability memoir, digital narrative, the art of speech writing, scientific writing, historical writing, as well as many other topics.  Faculty who have expressed an interest in teaching the course include Stephen Kuusisto, Manny Martinez, Jeredith Merrin, Brenda Brueggemann, and Jim Phelan. 

. 
Course Methods:
Although this course is a writing workshop, particular attention will be paid to the understanding of form and/or genre through the study of representative literature of specific social groups. Students will read and discuss published literary writing by noted writers while learning editorial techniques central to evaluating and discussing imaginative writing. Students will then read and critique their own original work. 
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